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The cornents attributed $o Attorney General Mitchell in Wemen's
Wear Dalily (N.Y. Timss, Sept, 192), if oorrect, raise arong other
quastiong a seriocus one with regard to leglslation mmw pending

in Qonzress, I refer to bills now in conference (5,32408 and
H.R.186383) that would place the main responsibility for regulating
drugw-related activities, including research, under the Justice
Department rather than the Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
The Attorney General of the U.8, is quoted as having sald the

"the pushers are importing the cannadbis plant from other countriles,
The same kind of stuff that oplum smokers use, It's hashish

and you can really bescome addioted to 1t."

It would be difficult to pile up more erronsous staterents in so
few words., Marijuana is camnmabis plant and so 1is hasghish, a
~gtronger varlely growing 1in sone parts of the world., They have
no relation, hoteniealy or pharmaocolégionl, to oplum, the product
of the opium poppye. All medical eviddence comcurs thet osnmabls
products, whatever thelr strength, are not addictive,

It 19 ironicsl that these stataments should supposedly have been
made by ¥r, ¥“itchell in the same interview in whieh he allagedly
referred to students and professors as "uninformed™ and "atupid
bastards,® His alleged ominsus prediction that ouzcouatrz "is
going s8¢ far right you are not ewdn goling to recognize 1t" ia
probably bdased on equally solld factual knowledze,

But persons likxe myself, less ooncerned with corparative intellgzenoce
testing than in the administration of laws that affect bilomedical
problems, feel Justified in asking Gongresw to reject the

proposed legislation and to place the responsibdility for the

study and supervision of druz prodlems (except 1llegal sales)

where it belonze, that 1s, in the 7.B,¥. Department,

S. 2. Luria, ¥.D.
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